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MACQUARIE NEUROSURGERY
Summer Newsletter | December 2020

We are happy to share our first quarterly newsletter as part of our digital communication
global initiative. Check out our LinkedIn and website for more updates and news!

In this edition:
- A new clinic in Mona Vale, and the reinforcement of our regional presence
- The launch of our quarterly webinar series
- The first and successful neuromodulation case

Latest developments
A new spine clinic in Mona Vale!
Macquarie Neurosurgery and A/Prof Kevin Seex are pleased to announce the opening of a
new spine clinic since July in Mona Vale.
A/Prof Kevin Seex is a Neurosurgeon and Spinal Surgeon, formerly Head of Department
at Nepean Public Hospital in NSW for 15 years and a member of Macquarie Neurosurgery
since 2010. He has recently moved onto the Northern Beaches and is hoping to develop a
practice to serve his new community.

Consultations are currently being booked on Friday mornings, every 4 weeks, at Gilbert
Collins Medical Practice - Suite 7/20 Bungan St, Mona Vale NSW 2103.
Appointments can be made at the following number: (02) 9812 3900
Earlier this year, we increased our regional community care by acquiring a new practice in
Canberra, in partnership with A/Prof John Fuller.

DID YOU KNOW?
A piece of brain tissue the size of a grain of sand
contains 100,000 neurons and 1 billion synapses,
all communicating with each other.1

1. Facts About Your Brain. Available at: https://essentialtremortreatment.com/12-fun-facts-brain/.

Recent achievements
Launch of our quarterly webinar series
Macquarie Neurosurgery organised its very first webinar on “CSF Disorders and Brain
Tumours”, in partnership with HealthShare, on August 6th. Our esteemed
surgeons Professor Marcus Stoodley and Professor Antonio Di Ieva presented
respectively on CSF disorders including Syringomyelia and Chiari malformations, and neurooncology and skull base tumours.
Committed to increasing our medical education value to general practitioners and specialists
across Australia, and given the success of this first online event, we have been pursuing with
a two 90-minute webinar series held on November 24th and December 1st, partnering with
ArmChair Medical and MQ Health, this time including a spine talk on lumbar spinal stenosis
by A/Prof Kevin Seex.
Such event was accredited 2 points per hour by the RACGP.
Missed it? Follow the below link to watch the whole series again:
www.armchairmedical.tv/category/Local+Knowledge%3ENew+South+Wales%3EMacquarie+University+Hospital/190854613

Stay tuned for our coming online events in 2021!

A successful first case of motor cortex stimulator implant
A two-stage neuromodulation operation was performed at the end of November on a patient
suffering from serious chronic pain, by A/Prof Tillman Boesel and Professor Antonio Di Ieva,
aiming at positioning an electrode on the surface of the left-sided brain hemisphere in order to
neuromodulate the pain on the right-side of the body.
In a remarkable way, the stimulator caused a complete cancellation of pain on the
whole right side of the patient, confirmed also by pain recurrence every time the stimulator
was switched off.
This is not only the first case at Macquarie University Hospital of a motor cortex stimulator
implant, but also one of the very few cases in the world described to be successful to treat
pain in the whole hemi-side of the body, including the flank and leg.

Best wishes for the year end and happy holiday season from all consultants at
Macquarie Neurosurgery!
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